
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT GRADUATE COURSES             FALL 2021       SPRING 2022 
5100-01 Theory and Teaching of Writing  Blansett/Gatten  

5182-01-04 Practicum in the Teaching of Writing (1 credit) Blansett/Gatten  

5150-01 Research Methods Smith  

5160-01 Professional Development  Somerset 

5530-01 World Literature: Shipwrecked: Oceanic Trajectories of 
World Literature 

 Shringarpure 

6400-01 American Ethnic Literature: Multi-Ethnic Graphic 
Narrative and the Idea of History 

 Cutter 

6500-01 Seminar in Literary Theory: Theory of Allegory  Mahoney 

6540-01 Seminar in Literature and Human Rights: Testimony  Coundouriotis 

6550-01 Seminar in Rhetoric & Composition: Theories of Making 
and the Practices of Creativity 

 Blansett 

6550-01 Seminar in Rhetoric & Composition: Classical Rhetoric 
and the Institution of Slavery  

Winter  

6600-01 Seminar in Creative Writing Workshop: Writing into the 
Feminist Archives 

Dennigan  

6650-01 Seminar in Digital Humanities: Reading and Writing the 
Age of Digital Distraction 

Booten  

6750-01 Seminar in Language and Literature: Memory, Literature, 
and Culture 

Tribble  

6750-01 Seminar in Language and Literature: The British and 
Irish Gothic Novel and Its contexts 

 Burke 

6750-02 Seminar in Lang. and Literature: Labor, Utterance, and 
Meaning in the Maritime World 
 

Bercaw-Edwards  

6850-01/AMST 6850/HIST 6850 American Studies: Cultures of 
Political Reaction  

Vials  

6850-01American Studies: Key Words: Disability Studies  Brueggemann 



FALL 2021 
 
 

 TIME MON TUES WED THURS  FRIDAY 

9:30 - 12:00 
 

ENGL 6650-01 
Booten 
AUST 216 

ENGL 6550-01 
Winter 
AUST 216 

ENGL 5182-
01/02 
Gatten/Blansett 
9:30 – 10:45 am 
11 – 12:15 pm 

  

1:00 - 3:30 
 

ENGL 6750-01 
Tribble 
AUST 216 
 
1:30 – 3 pm 
Grad Exec. 
Meetings, 
  

ENGL 6600-01 
Dennigan 
AUST 216 

KEEP 
 

OPEN 
 
 
 

ENGL 6850-01 
Vials 
AUST 216 

 

4:00 - 6:30 ENGL 5150-01 
Smith 
AUST 216 
 

ENGL 5100-01 
Blansett/Gatten 
AUST 245 

FOR 
 

DEPT. 
 

MEETINGS 

 
 

 

7:00 - 9:30 
 
 

  ENGL 6750-02 
Bercaw-Edwards 
AUST 216 

  

 
 



5100-0010/02 (class#11929/8981) THEORY AND TEACHING OF WRITING: (Blansett/Gatten):  This 
course brings together theory and practice in the college-level writing classroom.  We will contextualize the 
histories, theories, and principles of teaching writing in a post secondary context. Our work will take place in 
a highly interactive, collaborative, multi-modal learning environment. The course and its co-requisite 
practicum (5182) offer a space to support new instructors as they develop their theories of teaching and 
writing while collaboratively composing a repertoire of effective course materials.  
 
 
5182-001/002/ (class# 9044/9045) TEACHING COLLEGE COMPOSITION: PRACTICUM: 
(Blansett/Gatten): One-credit course. Required of all incoming graduate-student FYW instructors.  
Practicum in the Teaching of Writing: Guided development of teaching in the University of Connecticut First-
Year Writing Program.  We will be implementing theories of teaching and writing; meeting program goals 
and objectives; selecting texts; drafting writing assignment prompts; developing classroom work; guiding peer 
feedback; reading, responding to and evaluating student work.  Supervision includes one-on-one, group, and 
peer. 
 
5150-001 (class# 10340) ADVANCED RESEARCH METHODS: (Victoria):  Forthcoming. 
 
 
6550-001 (class#13126) SEMINAR IN RHETORIC AND COMPOSITION: CLASSICAL RHETORIC 
AND THE INSTITUION OF SLAVERY: (Winter): This course traces connections among classical 
rhetoric, political theory, and human rights by focusing on the history of the institution of slavery from 
antiquity through the nineteenth century. Rhetoric is linked to slavery in Plato’s Gorgias: the sophist tells 
Socrates that the rhetor has the power to make other men his slaves by persuading the multitude. But rhetoric 
also becomes a tool for the enslaved to use against their oppressors in classical tragedy and historiography and 
in late eighteenth- and nineteenth-century British and American abolitionism, arguably one of the first modern 
political movements explicitly to articulate a modern definition of universal human rights as a basis for social, 
political, and legal activism. The vulnerable or powerful body and speech of the rhetor/slave—including 
female rhetors/slaves—as well as the history of political theories of slavery/mastery and the rhetorical 
antithesis of slavery/freedom in the history of political thought will be key areas of focus throughout the term. 
The course serves as a graduate level introduction to classical rhetoric, and it will also provide an opportunity 
to consider the various roles of political rhetoric in the history of democratic societies and under imperial rule. 
Finally, students will have a chance to learn about new antiracist historical, critical, and teaching approaches 
across the fields of Classics, rhetoric, and the history and literature of slavery/abolition. The course readings 
can provide students with a basis for teaching general education courses including Classical Greek and Roman 
texts and genres, and could also enable research on Medieval rhetorical traditions for students in Medieval 
Studies. Comparative research projects on transatlantic slavery are also possible. Pre-1800 credit in English 
can be fulfilled with approval of DGS; approved for credit toward Grad Certificate in Human Rights.  
 
We will read important works of political philosophy dealing with slavery and human rights, and end with a 
set of case studies on American and British abolitionist rhetoric, with particular attention to anti-slavery 
writings by Thomas Clarkson, Ottobah Cugoano, and William Lloyd Garrison, and slave narratives by 
Olaudah Equiano, Mary Prince, Frederick Douglass, and Harriet Jacobs. Readings in classical rhetoric, 
philosophy, and literature in translation include works by: Euripides, Thucydides, Plato, Aristotle, Cicero, 
Quintilian, Longinus, and Augustine; political philosophy by Locke and Hegel; secondary critical readings on 
the history of abolitionism and human rights, and critical theories of plantation slavery, capitalism, human 



rights, and ant-racism. Texts read in English translation or in original languages. Two oral presentations, one 
of which may be focused on teaching; a weekly 2-3 page short analysis paper focused on the class readings 
for the week; literature review essay on a topic of your choice relevant to your final paper; final seminar 
paper, 20-25 pages, or two short papers, 10-12 pages each. 
 
 
 
ENGL 6600-001(class# 11681) SEMINAR IN CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOP: WRITING INTO 
THE FEMINIST ARCHIVES (Dennigan):  A feminist world is one we have to create, and this seminar is 
an invitation to creation of world and form. The writer's humility as they read becomes gratitude as they write 
becomes forward motion--and perhaps, someday, a fertility that promotes human rights. This course is for 
anyone who wants to experience / digest these texts in visceral, imaginative, emotive, and contrary 
modes: Assata Shakur, Assata: An Autobiography; Sara Ahmed, Living a Feminist Life; Gwendolyn 
Brooks, Maud Martha; Andrea Long Chu, Females; Gloria Anzaldúa, Borderlands/La Frontera; Alexis 
Pauline Gumbs, ed., Revolutionary Mothering; Cindy Milstein, ed., Rebellious Mourning; Audre Lorde, Sister 
Outsider; Saidiya Hartmann, Wayward Lives, Beautiful Experiments; Toni Cade Bambera, ed.The Black 
Woman, An Anthology; Caryl Churchill, Cloud Nine; Myung Mi Kim, "Discussion of Procedure" (a lecture), 
and other selected texts.  Mixing genres and moods and experimenting with formal constraints, your writings 
will respond to the readings with the aim of melding two languages: intuitive and academic. How can 
responses to and interrogations of feminist texts be challenging and rigorous-- and also lively, inventive, 
strange? How can attending to these writers help us write a bearable world into existence?  Expect to write 
weekly in and out of class, in received and in invented forms, and to make one extended hybrid piece by 
semester's end. 
  
 
ENGL 6650-001 (class#13128) SEMINAR IN DIGIAL HUMANITIES: READING AND WRITING 
THE AGE OF DIGIITAL DISTRACTION: (Booten):  Do digital media harm our minds---attenuating our 
attention spans, leaving us depressed and anxious, and (despite their “social” aspects) alienating us?  Do these 
media threaten print-based literacy and, with it, certain forms of "deep" thinking and feeling that we would be 
wise to protect?  Or are the pundits who make such dire suggestions unable to see the positive, even liberatory 
affordances of digital media?  This course is an opportunity to consider these questions in light of the ways 
that digital media have changed the nature of literary production, reception, and imagination. On the one 
hand, it will focus on key examples of computer-generated poetry, hypertext fiction, Twitter bots, and other 
self-consciously experimental genres that are sometimes together called “electronic literature,” “digital 
literature,” or “littérature numérique.” At the same time, the course will also attend to the ways that more 
quotidian examples of computational media (e.g. digital word processing, search engines, social networks) 
have changed what it means to write and read poems, novels, and other literary texts that are not obviously or 
self-consciously computational. Readings from media theory and philosophy (Bernard Stiegler, Katherine 
Hayles, Yuk Hui, and others) will help us to think beyond commonplace arguments about the ways that digital 
media are or are not harmful to our minds. Requirements for the class will include weekly reading responses, 
a final paper, and several practical introductions to creating “electronic literature” using various software.  
 
 
 



ENGL 6750-001 (class# 11533) SEMINAR IN LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE: MEMORY, 
LITERATURE, AND CULTURE: (Tribble):  Memory is a field divided by a common vocabulary; there is 
often little overlap between memory studies as conceived in the social sciences and humanities and memory 
as it is studies in the psychological sciences. This seminar will seek to bridge that divide by bringing together 
recent memory studies research alongside influential work in the cognitive sciences that sees memory as 
fundamentally embodied and distributed and includes domains such as affect, emotion, skill, and movement 
within an ecological model of memory.  We will trace the genealogy of memory from its classical antecedents 
to the early modern period, concluding with an examination of modernist and post-modernist reconceptions of 
memory. Throughout we will examine the memory-work of literary texts alongside influential theories and 
practical applications of the memory and the mnemonic arts.  Assessments;  
 

• A commonplace book 
• A speech composed and delivered using the classical theater-of-memory techniques studied in 

class 
• A narrated walking-tour of a place of memory 
• A semester-long project on memory in text chosen by the student (students seeking pre-1800 

credit must do a final project/essay on a pre-modern or early modern text)  
 
 
ENGL 6750-002 (class# 13652) SEMINAR IN LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE: LABOR, 
UTTERANCE, AND MEANING IN THE MARITIME WORLD: (Bercaw-Edwards):  For as long as 
history has been recorded, sailors have stepped on shore with a tale to tell. Until the laying of telegraph cables 
across oceans finally outpaced sailing ships in carrying messages in the 1850s, the sight of a sail on the 
horizon might be the first herald of news of many kinds: political, cultural, financial, or personal. The figure 
of the sailor as a storyteller stretches back beyond the earliest written records. The gulf of ocean between the 
sailor and the port and the events or circumstances that sailor described lent a paradoxical mix of authority 
and doubt regarding stories sailors told. The writers we will consider in this course inherited willingly or 
unwillingly the long heritage of these sailor storytellers. This course will examine the chronological 
development of a literature wherein the sea functions as physical, psychological, and philosophical setting. 
The course will begin by investigating early uses of the sea in literature and ways in which early works 
influenced later writings. It will continue with the use of the sea in contemporary literature and literature by 
writers of color. Through the use of literary theory and maritime history, the course will establish the context 
in which these works were produced as well as closely examining the works themselves. The requirements 
for the course will include presentations, several short papers, and a longer final essay. 
 
 
ENGL 6850 (class# 13130)/AMST 6850 (class #13069) /HIST 6850 (class#13185) AMERICAN 
STUDIES: CULTURES OF POLITICAL REACTION: (Vials): This course will provide a close 
examination of political reaction, primarily as it has manifested in the United States and Europe since the late 
19th century.  We will cover the varieties of politics, literature and thought on the right, including 
neoliberalism, fascism and neofascism, the Christian Right, conspiracy theory, black conservatism, 
identitarianism and the alt-right.  We will also devote special attention to the particular mechanics of white 
supremacy and heteropatriarchy put forth by the right, which is often neglected or written off as atavistic 
within interdisciplinary scholarship.  Source materials will consist mainly of literary works, political theory, 
and scholarly monographs.  In part, we will use antifascist, antiracist, Marxist, queer, and feminist literature 



and scholarship to mediate our discussions of the topic. Requirements include an in-class presentation, a 
review essay, and a seminar paper. 


